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2018 EpicPromise Scholars  
 

Vail Resorts is committed to helping students in our communities build bright futures. As part of 
the EpicPromise Scholars program, the Company’s EpicPromise Foundation awards 
educational scholarships to the children of Vail Resorts employees. Each student receiving this 
honor is eligible for a grant of US$2,500 for each year of their post-secondary degree program (up 
to 4 years). 
 
Over 160 students applied for an EpicPromise Scholars Grant in 2018. A total of 40 multi-year 
scholarships to the tune of US$335,000 were awarded across Vail Resorts’ resort locations and 
businesses. The class of 2018 will join the 20 EpicPromise Scholars from the class of 2017. 
 
As a competitive scholarship, each student receiving this award demonstrates academic 
achievement, a commitment to the local community and leadership in extracurricular activities. 
 

Congratulations to all! 

 
Meet your 2018 EpicPromise Scholars 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Addison Arnold 
Colorado State University, MBA – Global, Social Sustainable Enterprises  
Addison’s mother, Donna, works at Broken Arrow 
 

 Addie graduated with honors from Colorado State University 
in May 2017. She was a distinguished Green and Gold Scholar 
during her college career. The Green and Gold Scholarship is 
one of the most coveted merit scholarships for in-state 
students based on GPA and SAT scores. 

 During her undergraduate years, Addie was a mentor for 
incoming students through the Orientation and Transitions 
Program.  

 One of Addie’s professors, writes: “Addie was revered as kind, 
supportive and intellectual by her peers and the students she 
mentored, which is a true testament to her authenticity and 
genuine selflessness. Addie’s maturity and professionalism are 
two of her greatest assets.” 
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Nathaniel Badger 
Bates College  
Nathaniel’s mother, Claude, works in HR 
 

 Nathaniel is a 2017 graduate of Battle Mountain High School. 
He is attending Bates College in the fall and hoping to study 
electricity and magnetism through physics.   

 This summer Nathaniel will train for Nordic skiing with the goal 
of qualifying for the NCAA’s this coming season. 

 Nathaniel is an avid volunteer and has worked with the 
Children’s Global Alliance, traveling to Nicaragua, Cambodia, 
Tanzania, and Nepal to teach youth. 

 Described as “a determined, hardworking, and positive 
individual” as well as a “highly respected individual by friends, 
classmates and teachers alike.” 

 
 

 

 
Sara Coulter 
Marian University’s Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program   
Sara’s mother, Stacey, is the Game Creek Club Office Manager 
 

 Sara recently graduated from Pepperdine University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Sports Medicine. 

 She will be attending Marian University’s ABSN program 
beginning in May 2019 and working at the Sarah Cannon 
Research Institute in the interim. 

 During her time at Pepperdine, Sara was a Regent's Scholar 
and on the Dean's List every semester, as well as a Pi Beta Phi 
Academic Honoree.  

 One professor writes, “Sara’s strong GPA does not even begin 
to tell the story of what a well-rounded, mature young woman 
she is. Outside of academics, Sara has a passion for service to 
others.” 

 

 

 

 
Brennecke Gale 
Eagle Valley High School; Stanford University 
Brennecke’s mother, Samantha, works in Food and Beverage 
 

 Brennecke was the 2018 Valedictorian of Eagle Valley High School 
and admitted to Stanford University’s class of 2022 via early 
decision. 

 She was awarded the Eagle River Youth Coalition’s “Change 
Maker” Award for community leadership. 

 Brennecke is also the co-president of Eagle Valley High School’s 
National Honor Society chapter, a National Merit Scholarship 
Semifinalist and an AP Scholar for receiving a three or higher on 
three or more of her AP examinations.  

 Her teacher writes: “Brennecke is never satisfied with the 
mundane. Her insight and ability to make connection among 
different aspects of life will make her an outstanding addition to 
any academic community.”  
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Anna Gongaware 
Battle Mountain High School; Colorado State University  
Anna’s mother, Laure, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 Anna is an Academic All-State nordic skier, cross country runner, 
golfer, a member of the National Honor Society, and an honor roll 
student continuously since sixth grade.  

 She is also the Vice-President of the 4-H Club and recently received 
her seal of bi-literacy for Spanish and English, an accomplishment 
which requires a number of volunteer hours that Anna completed 
teaching lessons in Spanish at Edwards Elementary. 

 Anna will attend Colorado State University and hopes to study 
veterinary science.  

 Anna’s teacher writes, “In the time I’ve known Anna, I have been 
able to see why she is so highly respected by friends, classmates 
and teachers alike. She is incredibly intelligent, caring, 
hardworking, capable and personable.”  

 

 
Jack Helmering 
Eagle Valley High School; Cal Poly 
Jock’s mother, Sheryl, works in Product Sales and Services 
 

 In additional to his extensive musical talent, Jack is prolific in 
volunteerism, and he is a four-year Honor Roll student and 
member of the National Honor Society. 

 He has been accepted to and performed with multiple audition-
based/director-selected honor choirs including the Colorado 
Choral Directors, the Western Slope Honor Choir, and JAS Aspen 
Honor Jazz Choir. 

 Jack will attend Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo and plans to study 
biomedical engineering and music. 

 Jack’s teacher writes, “Jack’s formidable intellect, combined with 
his exceptional work ethic, compassionate heart, healthy 
emotional intelligence and joie de vivre create in him an 
exceptional student at any university.” 
 

 

 

Jake Nowicki 
Vail Christian High School; Norwich University 
Jake’s mother, Laura, works at the Arrowhead Alpine Club 
 

 Jake received 3 state medals in the Academic Decathlon in 2017; 
he has also received a Congressional nomination for West Point 
Academy. 

 Jake is an All-Conference football player, as well as the team 
captain. Jake is also the Student Council President. 

 Jake is attending Norwich University, will study Biology, as well as 
being enrolled in the Army ROTC. 

 Jake’s teacher writes, “Jake is a very impressive young man who 
has shown a great deal of maturity, perseverance, tenacity and 
promise.”   
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Christopher Texler 
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University 
Christopher’s father, Thomas, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 Christopher is a freshman at the Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University. At age 14, he is the youngest student to ever be 
admitted to the university.  

 Christopher’s goal is to become an astrophysics, but he is 
interested in more than the structural aspects of aviation. He is 
also interested in the practice and is the youngest person in the 
state of Colorado to complete his FAA pilot’s license.  

 A school administrator writes, “Despite being an incredibly 
intelligent and gifted student, Christopher also possesses a humble 
heart and a tender compassion for others. He is excited about life, 
learning, and other people and has a great ability to learn from 
others.” 

 

 

 
Spencer Tyson 
University of Colorado 
Spencer’s father, Dwight, works in Product Sales and Services 
 

 Spencer recently completed his freshman year at the University of 
Colorado. 

 He is an avid mountain biker who competed a 100-mile race, 
placing 39th 

 One teacher writes: “Spencer is driven, a self-advocate, and he is 
genuinely interested in learning. He completes each assignment 
with the intention of mastering the content. As a person, Spencer 
is kind, polite and patient.” 

 

 
Camryn Woodworth 
University of Colorado 
Camryn’s mother, Ann, works at Broken Arrow 
 

 Camryn recently completed freshman year at the University of 
Colorado where she received the President Joseph A. Sewall Award 
Scholar, which recognizes the top Colorado students for their 
excellent academic achievement. She also made the Dean’s List for 
her fall semester in 2017. 

 In addition to her academic pursuits, Camryn is part of the Chi 
Omega sorority photography and media team and a volunteer with 
New Era Colorado.  

 A manager writes, “What is truly unique about Camryn is her 
intuition acumen. She has that rare ability, far beyond any age, to 
be able to read a person and situation with incredible insight.” 
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Harry Jaffe 
Vail Christian High School; University of Colorado 
Harry’s mother, Jill , is the Eagle Airport Operations manager 
 

 Harry was recognized as Academic All-State for Battle Mountain 
High School Soccer in 2017. 

 Excelling in mathematics, Harry also took sixth place out of 160 
students at the Colorado Mountain College Pre-Calculus 
Competition in 2016. 

 Harry is attending the University of Colorado, Boulder and plans to 
study marketing at the LEEDS School of Business. 

 Harry’s teacher writes, “Harry belongs in that distinguished, select 
group of a very few who elevate everyone around them. Harry has 
grown into an instinctive and effective leader, always looking to 
honor, encourage and challenge those around him to be better 
than they are.” 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Nicole Choma 
Summit High School; Colorado State University 
Nicole’s mother, Kamila, is the Director of Rooms 
 

 Nicole is described as driven, dedicated, kind, and considerate with the 
ability to push through adversity. 

 At Summit High School, Nicole was a Certified Nursing Aid (CNA) and 
took college level science classes, such as Biology. 

 Nicole will attend Colorado State University and plans to study biology. 

 One teacher writes, “Nicole has great potential to achieve any goals 
she sets. She is one of those students a teacher doesn’t want to move 
on however cannot wait to see what she will accomplish in the future.” 
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Callie Mastrobuono 
South Park High School; Colorado Mountain College 
Callie’s father, Gary, is a team lead in Trail Maintenance 
 

 Committed to academics, Callie was an Honor Roll student for all eight 
semesters of high school and a member of the National Honor Society 
where she was secretary and treasurer of her school’s chapter. 

 Callie is actively involved with campaigns and organizations such as The 
“Teen Seat Belt Challenge,” the “We, the People Competition,” and 
“Future Business Leaders of America.”  

 One teach writes, “Callie is hardworking, honorable, and reliable. Her 
grades through school are an indicator of her intelligence, aptitude, 
potential, and work ethic. She possesses all of the personal and 
intellectual qualities to succeed in any endeavor to which she chooses 
to turn her hand.” 

 Callie will attend Colorado Mountain College and hopes to study arts 
and journalism. 

 

 

 
 

 
Lorna Stephens  
Summit High School; Colorado State University  
Lorna’s mother, Kathy, works in Base Area Operations 
 

 Lorna will attend Colorado State University in the fall and hopes to 
study Women and Gender Studies, as well as Psychology. 

 In high school, Lorna was actively involved in music and theater and 
nominated Most Valuable in Choral Music and Most Outstanding 
Learner in Choral Music. During her junior and senior year, Lorna was 
the Vice President of the Tri-M Music Honors Society. 

 Lorna’s music teacher writes, “There are some students who stand out 
due to their dedication, consistency, responsibilities and talents. Lorna 
Stephens is one of those students that inspires my years of music 
instruction.”   
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Andrew Carlisle 
George Whittell High School; Santa Barbara City College 
Andrew’s father, Mark, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 Andrew received numerous Coaches Awards recognizing his dedication and 
performance in varsity Track and Field and Varsity Cross Country. Andrew was 
also on the All-State Academic Team in Soccer, Baseball, Cross-country and 
Skiing. 

 Andrew is a member of the National Honor Society, Student Council and the 
Science Bowl 

 He has been driven from a young age to excel in STEM and intends to study 
engineering in college. Among his other AP classes, he excels in AP Computer 
Science Principles, pushing forward to solve challenging coding problems 
independently, then helping others to do the same. 

 One professor writes, “Andrew’s best trait as a student is his initiative. Andrew 
is an independent learner and creative problem solver. Outside of class, Andrew 
is also a dedicated and valued member of the Tahoe community.” 

 

 

 

 
Devin Eagan 
South Lake Tahoe High School; Dominican University of California 
Devin’s father, Walter, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 Devin’s academic successes place her in the top 12% of her class, and 
her extra dedication to school work during the summer allowed her to 
graduate a year early from high school. 

 Outside of academics, Devin is a member of the Kiwanis Key Club, 
volunteering over 20 hours, annually. 

 She is also on the school dance team and involved with dance studios in 
the community, supporting them in fundraising initiatives. Devin will 
attend Dominican University California in San Rafael and will study 
clinical psychology. 

 Her Dance Coach writes, “Devin is always kind, polite, and considerate 
to those she is in contact with. She is hard working, ethical, and 
approaches everything in a positive manner. She is an incredible 
person.”    
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Shannon Hogeman  
Summit High School; Illinois Wesleyan University 
Shannon’s mother, Kelly, works in Childcare 
 

 Shannon is a Spanish Dual Language student at Summit High 
School and one of only 13 students to graduate with a Dual 
Language degree in the first graduating class offered this program. 

 After 13 years of extensive study and training, Shannon received 
her official Seal of Biliteracy this spring.   

   

 An outstanding athlete, Shannon was recruited to play Division III 
soccer at Illinois Wesleyan University and intends to study 
psychology and Spanish. 

 

 
Emily Rauch 
Evergreen Senior High School; Cal Poly 
Emily’s father, Mark, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 Emily is a National Honors Society member, Gold Honor Roll 
student, and National merit semifinalist. 

 She also participates in cross country, track, basketball and 
marching band where she is a three-year All-County clarinetist.  

 In addition to Emily’s dedication to school and athletics, she also 
exceeded 120 community service hours and received a Varsity 
Letter in Community Service. 

 Emily will be attending Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, California and 
studying Biological Sciences. 

 One teacher writes, “I am constantly amazed at the determination, 
dedication and discipline of Emily, which are foundational to her 
continued future success.”  
 

 

 
Carley Schreiber 
Colorado State University  
Carley’s mother, Kelley, works in hospitality  
 

 Carley is a freshman at Colorado State University 

 In high school in Wisconsin, Carley was a three-sport athlete, on 
the Honor Roll and in National Honor Society   

 Outside of school, Carley regularly volunteer at the Children’s 
Hospital and Salvation Army 

 One teacher writes, “Carley is driven, focused, competitive, well-
organized and motivated. Additionally, she is respectful and 
charismatic.”   
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Kassidy Garland 
University of Nevada, Reno: Nursing School 
Kassidy’s father, Brett Fox, is a Sales Manager 
 

 After receiving an honorable discharge from the Air Force, Kassidy 
chose to pursue her passion for caring for others. She is currently 
studying nursing at the Orvis School of Nursing at the University of 
Nevada, Reno. 

 A Dean’s List student, Kassidy has also received a National Defense 
Service Ribbon to recognize all military members who have served in 
active duty during a declared national emergency. 

 In additional to work and school, Kassidy is the proud mother of a 
two-year old, Camila.  

 Kassidy’s professor writes, “Kassidy is a well-rounded nursing student 
who is exceptional in multiple areas of her student nursing practice. 
She is not only intelligent but also very compassionate and empathetic 
towards her patients. Kassidy's greatest strength is her proactive 
nature.” 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Krissy Brian 
Park City High School; Westminster College  
Kristina’s father, Mark, works in Product Sales and Services 
 

 In addition to her dedication to school, Kristina is an active 
volunteer at the Park City Medical Center and was recently 
awarded Volunteer of the Quarter.  

 The Volunteer Director at PCH, writes: “Kristina has 
volunteered over 236 hours so far. During this time, she has 
stepped up and demonstrated that she is a true leader. She 
always has a positive attitude and work ethic. She always 
comes ready to serve others and goes out of her way to help 
those around her.” 

 Krissy intends to enroll at Westminster College and study 
science. 

 She is also in the color guard and marching band and serves 
as the Color Guard Captain. Kristina also participates in 
debate and is the Debate Event Head.  
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Taylor Chaffin 
Olympus High School; Southern Utah University 
Taylor’s father, Matthew, is a Ski Patrol Training Supervisor 
 

 Taylor was awarded the Silver Award from the Girl Scouts of 
America for starting a recycling program with a local school 
system, teaching children the essentials to recycling and the 
impact it has on the planet. 

 Further demonstrating her commitment to service, Taylor 
served as a Youth Leader for the 2017 Youth Making a 
Difference expedition to India where she helped educate 
young students in a remote village.  

 Taylor will attend Southern Utah University and study 
nursing. 

 A teacher writes, “Taylor has always prioritized her education 
and her quest to satisfy her curiosities. She is a diligent 
student and someone who sees that life is full of learning 
opportunities.”  

 

 

Juliette Connell 
Park City High School; University of San Diego 
Juliette’s mother, Michelle, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 In addition to her demonstrated success in the classroom as a 
National Honor Society Scholar, Juliette volunteers at the 
Intermountain Hospital and the National Ability Center.  

 She has also worked in Guest Services at Deer Valley for over 
4 years.    

 Juliette intends to study biology at the University of San 
Diego. 

 Juliette has a natural curiosity, an upbeat demeanor, and the 
drive to succeed, all of which make her an effective problem 
solver who works well with independently and with others. 

 

 

 
Jamie Crane-Mauzy 
Westminster College 
Jamie’s mother, Grace, is a Ski Instructor  
 

 Jamie is a retired professional athlete and a student at 
Westminster College studying Communications and Business. 

 While competing professionally, Jamie was first girl in the 
world to complete a double flip in a slopestyle competition 
and the first girl to flip off a rail in competition. She spent 
four years ranked first or second overall in the association of 
freeskiing professionals. 

 In April 2015, Jamie had a serious crash resulting in a 
traumatic brain injury. With great determination, Jamie has 
made a full recovery and returned to skiing. 

 After recovery, Jamie became a motivational speaker and has 
spoken at numerous events, including the National Ability 
Center’s annual fundraising gala. 

 A school administrator writes, “Jamie has had many ups and 
downs, but every time she has bounced back with energy, 
passion, and determination. No matter what happens, she 
relentlessly pushes forward with whatever is next.”  
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Carlyn Prusse 
Wasatch High School; Utah Valley University 
Carlyn’s father, Brian, is an Executive Chef  
 

 As the officer for Wasatch High School’s chapter of the 
National Honors Society, Carlyn leads a group of 12 students 
to showcase the four NHS pillars (scholarship, leadership, 
character, and service) in her school and community. In 
February, she coordinated a fundraiser for the Children’s 
Justice Center. 

 At Utah Valley University, Carlyn intends to study Art History. 

 Her History teacher writes, “Carlyn is a wise, involved, and 
conscientious person. She is involved and committed to the 
world around her. She is knowledgeable of current events 
and politics, has a general passion for life and cannot wait to 
be let loose on the world.” 

 

 
Ivonne Watson 
Utah Valley University  
Ivonne’s guardian, Amanda, works in Ski School Support 
 

 Ivonne was born in a small village in the jungles of Nicaragua 
to a group of people entitled the Miskito Indians. Her village 
had no electricity or running water. Intent on giving their 
daughter a better life, Ivonne’s parents sent her to live with 
an aunt in New York City at the age of five.   

 Ivonne is now a rising junior at Utah Valley University 
studying Marketing in the Woodbury School of Business. 

 In addition to excelling in university, Ivonne works full-time as 
a leasing agent for an apartment company, a job which helps 
her pay her tuition.  

 One professor writes, “Ivonne has worked hard for 
everything she has gained in life. Because nothing has been 
handed to her, she values what she has earned. Her positive 
outcome is a product of her hard work.” 
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Maya Barrett 
Stowe High School; University of Vermont 
Maya’s mother, Jennifer Miller, works in Product Sales and Services 
 

 Maya serves as a caretaker for an elderly woman with 
Alzheimer's disease. 

 Maya is also an avid athlete playing field hockey, lacrosse and 
basketball earning the title of Field Hockey team captain. 

 Though officially a senior in high school, Maya takes all of her 
classes at the University of Vermont. 

 Maya’s Teacher’s describe her as, “a bright and engaging young 
woman. She has a playful character and infectious spark that 
draws people to her and she brings those qualities into the 
classroom along with her intelligence and work ethic. She easily 
engages in meaningful conversation with her instructors and 
her classmates.” 

 

 

 
Emily McCormack 
University of Rhode Island 
Emily’s father, Jack, is an Information Center Specialist 
 

 Emily will be a sophomore at the University of Rhode Island 
where she is in the Honors Program and was on the Dean’s List 
for her freshman fall semester. 

 Emily is studying nursing with a minor in Leadership Studies. 

 In addition to her academic pursuits, Emily is a member of the 
Rotaract Club of URI (Community Service Club), Student 
Organization Leadership Consultants and the Rhody Christian 
Fellowship Leadership Institute (invitation only). 

 A Youth Group Leader writes, “Emily has an amazing 
abundance of compassion and empathy towards others. She is 
the first to enquire about someone and ask how she can help 
support that person. In her senior year in high school she was 
participating in a college classes for nursing.”  
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Sarah Buhr, Afton Alps 
Hudson High School; University of Wisconsin, River Falls 
Sarah’s father, James, works in Product Sales and Services 
 

 Sarah is a National Honor Society member and National German 
Honor Society member. She is also the president of the National 
Art Honor Society. 

 In addition, Sarah is a board member of the St. Paul Soccer Club. 

 When Sarah isn’t busy with her studies, soccer or volunteering 
she regularly works at her family’s restaurant, Mama Maria’s.  

 At the University of Wisconsin, River Falls Sarah hopes to study 
Political Science. 

 Sarah’s teacher writes, “Sarah is a responsible, hardworking 
student whose intrinsic motivation, maturity and dependability 
makes her stand out from her peers.”  
 

 
 

Abby Eggers, Afton Alps 
University of Manitoba in Winnipeg Manitoba 
Abby’s  mother, Michele, works in Health and Safety  
 

 Abby is a student-athlete for the University of Manitoba’s 
Varsity women’s soccer team where she is also studying 
Kinesiology & Recreation Management. 

 Abby regularly volunteers as an assistant coach in the Junior 
Bison training sessions and for a local club team. 

 Abby’s professor writes, “She has exceptional communication 
and teamwork skills, shown to me through group activities and 
projects preformed inside and outside of the classroom. Ms. 
Eggers is also a confident and fast learner exemplified by her 
willingness to answer questions in class and through online class 
discussion forums. 
 

 

 
Jenna Paulsen, Mt. Brighton 
South Lyon High School; Wheaton College 
Jenna’s mother Karin Paulsen, works in Product Sales and Services 
 

 Jenna is a four-year Principal’s List awardee for her academic 
excellence. 

 She is a member of the South Lyon United Varsity Ski Team, the 
Choir Council, and also is a mentor for cognitively impaired 
students. 

 At Wheaton College, Jenna hopes to study Graphic Design and 
Geology 

 A teacher writes: “Jenna is creative, highly intelligent, 
dependable and most importantly willing to serve others. She is 
always fully committed to her academics and her extracurricular 
activities.” 
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Faith Wiater, Mt. Brighton 
Michigan State University  
Faith’s father, Brian, works in Lift Operations 
 

 Faith is a raising junior at Michigan State University where she 
has been on the Dean’s List since enrollment 

 In addition to her studies, Faith is a member of the MSU Dance 
Club and the Nursing Student Association  

 A professor writes, “Her attention to detail, ability to work with 
anyone in class, organizational skills, pertinent questions and 
participation made her a great student who readily assisted 
others in class while herself earning a 4.0.” 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Katie Deck 
Battle Mountain High School; University of Colorado 
Katie’s mother, Stacy, is Ski Instructor 
 

 Katie is an avid dancer with the Vail Valley Academy of Dance and a 
member of the Vail Youth Ballet Company. Last year, Katie was 
awarded the Vail Youth Ballet Company's Service Award for her 
contributions in the classroom and her community outreach. 

 One teacher writes, “Katie is a vibrant, capable and intelligent 
young woman, and is assuredly the type which will enjoy 
unparalleled successes in college and beyond. She has the enviable 
ability to excel at several disciplines at once – in the classroom, 
socially and athletically.”  

 Katie has been an Honor Roll Student since 2014 and was a National 
Honor Society Inductee in 2016.   

 Katie will be attending the University of Colorado in Boulder, CO. 

 

 
Meaghan Forbes 
Eagle Valley High School; Western State Colorado University 
Meaghan’s mother, Kathy, works at the Arrowhead Alpine Club Spa 
 

 Meaghan is an avid athlete, receiving an academic letter in Varsity 
Cross-Country.  

 She is a member of the D.A.D.D club (Devils Against Destructive 
Decisions), which informs students of the dangers of drinking and 
drugs; and she regularly volunteers for local athletic events, as well 
as Trio Horse Therapy in Eagle, Colorado. 

 Meaghan will attend Western State Colorado University and hopes 
to study outdoor recreation and education.  

 Meaghan’s teacher writes, “Meaghan was always the one student 
who would push herself 100% every single day. I could always rely 
on Meaghan to do what was right and to persevere through the 
tough moments.” 
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Kyle Negomir  
Vail Ski and Snowboard Academy; Dartmouth College 
Kyle’s father, John, works in Mountain Operations 
 

 A graduate of Vail Ski and Snowboard Academy, Kyle is currently 
taking a gap year to pursue his skiing career with the US Ski Team 

 He has also deferred acceptance to Dartmouth College, where he 
intends to compete for the ski team. 

 Kyle is a U21 US National Champion, U19 US National Downhill 
Champion, 3x SSCV Male Athlete of the Year, U21 Regional GS and 
Overall Champion -#1 and #2 national rank and #5 and #6 world 
rank  

 Excelling in the classroom, Kyle graduated with a 4.0 GPA and was 
the Eagle River Youth Coalition’s December Youth Leader 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Jun Jeong 
Whistler Secondary School; University of British Columbia  
Jun’s mother, Tina Lee, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 Among the many academic awards Jun has received are honors in 
mathematics, physical education and social studies 

 As a member of the Leadership Club Organizing, Jun has helped 
organize, promote and fundraise for various events. 

 Jun also enjoys freestyle rapping and competes in freestyle skiing 
with the Whistler Blackcomb Freestyle Ski Team in his free time 
along with working as a server at Araxi 

 A teacher writes, “Jun always arrives to class prepared and eager to 
learn. He is respectful and collaborates well with his peers.” 

 

Lois Lee 
University of Toronto MSc in Occupational Therapy 
Lois’s father, Simon, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 Inspired by her time as a disabled Ski Instructor with the Vancouver 
Adaptive Snow Sports, Lois chose to pursue a career in 
Occupational Therapy and is currently a graduate student in 
Occupational Therapy at the University of Toronto. 

 Prior to U of T, Lois was on the Dean’s Honor Roll throughout her 
undergraduate studies at Simon Fraser University where she 
undertook an independent research project with the University of 
British Columbia’s Department of Occupational Science and 
Occupational Therapy. 

 A professor from UBC writes, “Lois has exceptional interpersonal 
skills and created an inclusive team atmosphere. She collaborated 
with fellow researchers to work together on interview coding and 
actively sought feedback from colleagues for suggestions to 
enhance her skillset.”  
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Rena Nakajima 
Whistler Secondary School; University of Toronto 
Rena’s father, Shiro, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 Rena has been an honor roll student all of high school, competed in 
numerous academic contests, and won many academic awards. 

 In addition to her attention to school work, Rena is the president of 
student council and in 2017 she won a service award for her 
contributions toward improving the school culture. 

 She is an avid soccer player and plays competitively in the highest 
league in British Columbia: the BCSPL.  

 Rena also serves as a volunteer youth soccer coach. 

 Rena will attend the University of Toronto and study engineering.   

 The principal of WSS writes, “Ms. Nakajima has demonstrated 
consistently over the time that I have known her, a dedication to 
character, leadership, and service to our school.  Her personality is 
infectious as she relates to students and adults in a way that instills 
trust and understanding.”  

 

 

 
Anders Ujejski 
Whistler Secondary School; University of British Columbia 
Andres’ mother, Marek, is a Ski Instructor 
 

 Andres is an honor roll student at WSS and was accepted early 
admission into the UBC Sauder School of Business. 

 Andres is a competitive freestyle skier and travels across Canada 
for competitions. His talent and commitment have secured him 
sponsorships, and he was recently selected for the BC provincial 
team. 

 At school, Andres demonstrates his leadership through the 
Leadership Club and Student Council. 

 A mentor writes, “Anders has impressed me over and over again 
with his drive and strong work ethic. He is a true self-starter, who 
welcomes the opportunity to challenge himself.”  
 

 
  



17 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Nicholas Forbes 
Redwood High School; Cal Poly 
Nick is a Sales Associate at Any Mountain, Corte Madera 
 

 Nick is attending Cal Poly in Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo and hopes to study 
mechanical engineering. 

 Nick has been involved with Search and Rescue since the eighth grade and 
holds many certificates in Emergency Management. 

 In four years with Search and Rescue, Nick has volunteered over 2000 
hours in communities across California.  

 He recently received an Appreciation Award from Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for assistance provided during an operation conducted by the 
FBI and National Park Service. 

 A professor writes, “What stands out most for me is his participation, 
devotion, and leadership related to Search and Rescue. He has been a 
member since the 8th grade and has held positions including President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, and advanced team leader, often leading teams 
consisting of persons twice his age.”  
 

 


